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The term "blackmail" is often synonymous with extortion and is defined as the exaction of money for the performance 
of a duty or may be the extortion of money from a person by threats of accusation or exposure. 


In common parlance and general acceptation, the term "blackmail" 1s equivalent to, or synonymous with, extortion. ! It is defined 
as the exaction of money for the performance of a duty, the prevention of an injury, or the exercise of influence; the wrongful 


exaction of money” or the extortion of money from a person by threats of accusation, or exposure, or opposition in public 
print.” Blackmail is also defined as an extortion of hush money;“ obtaining value from a person as a condition of refraining 
from making an accusation against him or her, or disclosing some secret calculated to operate to his or her prejudice;? and a 


bribe to keep silence.° 


Blackmail is defined as the extortion of money from a person by threats of accusation or exposure.’ 


Westlaw. © 2021 Thomson Reuters. No Claim to Orig. U.S. Govt. Works. 


Footnotes 
1 Nev.—Greenspun v. Gandolfo, 74 Nev. 16, 320 P.2d 628 (1958). 
As to the statutory crime of blackmail, see C.J.S., Threats and Unlawful Communications § 5. 
2 U.S.—Mitchell v. Sharon, 51 F. 424 (C.C.N.D. Cal. 1892), aff'd, 59 F. 980 (C.C.A. 9th Cir. 1894). 
3 Kan.—Hess v. Sparks, 44 Kan. 465, 24 P. 979 (1890). 
4 Ill.—pPeople v. Mahumed, 381 Ill. 81, 44 N.E.2d 911 (1942). 
a Neb.—Ex parte Algoe, 74 Neb. 353, 104 N.W. 751 (1905). 
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